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TOWN OF COLUMBIA BOARD MINUTES 

AUGUST 7, 2023 

The Town of Columbia Board of Aldermen met in regular session at 7:PM, Monday, August 7, 2023, in 

the Meeting Room of the Columbia Municipal Building. Aldermen attending were: Lloyd Armstrong, Hal 

Fleming, Sandra Owens, Lynda Mastronardo and Bryan Owens. Mayor James Cahoon presided. 

Mayor Cahoon called the meeting to order and asked Alderman B. Owens to offer a prayer for the Board. 

Mayor Cahoon welcomed those attending the meeting. He welcomed Alderman Fleming back after his 

extended medical treatments. 

Upon motion of Alderman Fleming and unanimous vote, the Consent Agenda was approved. This 

included: 

1. Minutes of the July 1, 2023 Board of Aldermen Meeting.

2. Water/Sewer Downward Adjustments

Lakayla Hill Melton 

Maxine Canton 

Inez Swain 

Twin Oakes 

$ 85.83 

$1,536.38 

$ 20,36 

$1,845.12 

Twenty-five persons were present for the Public Comment Period. Mayor Cahoon invited anyone to 

speak 

Ms. Barbara Spencer asked the Board to address the overhanging limbs along Railroad Street and the 

canal that runs under Railroad Street which is filled with garbage and discarded appliances. 

Ms. Jean Lambert asked that the trash cans along Main and Broad streets be emptied more often, 

especially at the old Bear's Lair and at the Mexican Restaurant. 

Sheriff Kevin Sawyer was not present for the June and July Law Enforcement Reports. Mayor Cahoon 

deferred the agenda item and read parts of the report later in the meeting. 

Rhett White, Town Manager, reported that two houses are ready to proceed in the Community 

Development Block Grant Neighborhood Revitalization Project, one on Scottsville Street and one on 

South Road Street. He said word is still awaited on whether and how the unused grant funds can be 

used. Mayor Cahoon asked the Manager to write Mike Barnette asking him to determine the status of 

the funds. 

Mr. White presented the proposal from Applied Adventure for a ZIP Line attraction in Columbia and a 

nearby wooded area just up the Scuppernong River from Columbia. He said the proposal was emailed to 

the Town for review and future discussion. Board members repeated that they welcome the proposal 

but can not commit any money to such a project, believing that it is appropriate for a private business 

venture. 












