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TOWN OF COLUMBIA BOARD MINUTES

AUGUST 7, 2023

The Town of Columbia Board of Aldermen met in regular session at 7:PM, Monday, August 7, 2023, in
the Meeting Room of the Columbia Municipal Building. Aldermen attending were: Lloyd Armstrong, Hal

Fleming, Sandra Owens, Lynda Mastronardo and Bryan Owens. Mayor James Cahoon presided.

Mayor Cahoon called the meeting to order and asked Alderman B. Owens to offer a prayer for the Board.
Mayor Cahoon welcomed those attending the meeting. He welcomed Alderman Fleming back after his
extended medical treatments.

Upon motion of Alderman Fleming and unanimous vote, the Consent Agenda was approved. This

included:
1. Minutes of the July 1, 2023 Board of Aldermen Meeting.

2. Water/Sewer Downward Adjustments

Lakayla Hill Melton S 8583
Maxine Canton $1,536.38
Inez Swain S 20,36
Twin Oakes $1,845.12

Twenty-five persons were present for the Public Comment Period. Mayor Cahoon invited anyone to

speak.

Ms. Barbara Spencer asked the Board to address the overhanging limbs along Railroad Street and the
canal that runs under Railroad Street which is filled with garbage and discarded appliances.

Ms. Jean Lambert asked that the trash cans along Main and Broad streets be emptied more often,
especially at the old Bear’s Lair and at the Mexican Restaurant.

Sheriff Kevin Sawyer was not present for the June and July Law Enforcement Reports. Mayor Cahoon
deferred the agenda item and read parts of the report later in the meeting.

Rhett White, Town Manager, reported that two houses are ready to proceed in the Community
Development Block Grant Neighborhood Revitalization Project, one on Scottsville Street and one on
South Road Street. He said word is still awaited on whether and how the unused grant funds can be
used. Mayor Cahoon asked the Manager to write Mike Barnette asking him to determine the status of

the funds.

Mr. White presented the proposal from Applied Adventure for a ZIP Line attraction in Columbia and a
nearby wooded area just up the Scuppernong River from Columbia. He said the proposal was emailed to
the Town for review and future discussion. Board members repeated that they welcome the proposal
but can not commit any money to such a project, believing that it is appropriate for a private business

venture.
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Mayor Cahoon said there was nothing new to report on the Harbor Town Ferrys.

The Tax Report stands at 93% collections at the end of the fiscal year, June 30™. It was noted that the tax
bills will go out by the month’s end.
Monica Mauffray, Fiscal Officer reported on maturing CDs and new placements that should produce

significant revenues {4.75%), all with First National Bank which offered the best rates of area banks. She
also reported that the on-site audit work has been completed and Jeff Best assures the town that the

audit will be presented by the end of October.

Mr. White shared information from the Local Government Commission on a municipal finance course in
Greenville that is required of elected officials, Managers and Finance Officers. Reservations will be made

for Board members to attend.

Mr. White asked if the board wanted to appeal to the NC State Board of Elections to allow the Town to
use hand-marked and counted paper ballots in the November election, since there are no contested
races. The Board upon motion of Alderman S. Owens and unanimous vote directed the Mayor to make
that request. '

Upon motion of Alderman B. Owens and unanimous vote, Janet Walker and Tim Nielsen were
reappointed to three year terms on the Planning Board, beginning July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2026.
Upon motion of Alderman Mastronardo, with unanimous vote, Janet Walker was appointed to a three

year term as Columbia Planning Board Chairperson.

After motion by Alderman Mastronardo followed by review, the Board voted unanimously to accept a

$ 1,597,500 State ARP grant to develop a new fresh water well, authorizing Mayor Cahoon to sign the

Resolution and acceptance documents. attachment # 1

The Town Manager said the school system has not responded to his satisfaction concerning the elevated
site work and storm water drainage at the construction site on N. Road Street. He will continue to press

for answers.

Mayor Cahoon asked the Planning Board to look at future practices and requirements with built-up lots,
even if the Town has more stringent requirements than the State.

Alderman S. Owens asked about the lights that are out on the bridge.
Upon motion of Alderman B. Owens, the vote to adjourn was unanimous. Mayor Cahoon adjourned the
meeting.

This the 7™ day of August, 2023.

Mayor James W. Cahoon

ATTEST:
, Rhett B. White, Clerk




Town of Columbia

‘A Heart’s Delight” founded in 1793

103 Main Street = PO. Box 361
Columbia, NC 27925
252.796.2781(P) = 252.796.0082(F)

ARP FUNDING; PROJECT # VUR-D-ARP-0091
2022 ARPA WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
TOWN OF COLUMBIA

WHEREAS, THE Town of Columbia has received an earmark for the American Rescue Plan (ARP) funded
from the State Fiscal Recovery Fund established in S.L.2022-74 to assist eligible units of government with

meeting their water/wastewater infrastructure needs, and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality has offered American Rescue Plan
(ARP) funding in the amount of $ 1,597,500 to perform work detailed in the submitted application, and

WHEREAS, the Town of Columbia intends to perform said project in accordance with the agreed scope of

work:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN OF COLUMBIA BOARD OF ALDERMEN that:

1. The town of Columbia does hereby accept the ARP grant of $ 1,597,500.

2. That the Town of Columbia does hereby give assurance to the North Carolina Department of
Environmental Quality that any Conditions or Assurance contained in the Award Offer will be
adhered to.

3. That James W. Cahoon, Mayor, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and directed to
furnish such information as the appropriate State agency may request in connection with this
project; to make the assurances as contained above, and to execute such other documents as

may be required by the Division of Water Infrastructure.

Adopted this 7" day of August, 2023 at Columbia, NC.

James W. Cahoon, Mayor

ATTEST:
Rhett B. White, Clerk
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TOWN OF COLUMBIA BOARD MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 5, 2023

The Board of Aldermen of the Town of Columbia met in regular session at 7:PM, Tuesday, September 5,
2023, in the Meeting Room of the Columbia Municipal Building. Attending were Aldermen Lloyd
Armstrong, Sandra Owens and Lynda Mastronardo. Mayor James Cahoon presided.

Mayor Cahoon called the meeting to order and asked Alderman Sandra Owens to offer a prayer for the
Board. He welcomed those attending the meeting.

Alderman Armstrong moved to adopt the Consent Agenda and the vote to approve was
unanimous. This included:

Minutes of the August 7, 2023 Board of Aldermen Meeting
Water/sewer downward adjustments

Concesa Hernandez $25.98
Brian & Teresa Devers $ 26.69

Mayor Cahoon announced the Public Comment period and invited comments from the audience. Ms.
Clydett Overton asked for help in dealing with dangerous dogs that are not under control of their
owners, explaining that one dog nipped a child in the Scottsville Street area. It was noted that dogs

should not be allowed to roam free and must be licensed by the town.
Mayor Cahoon added that loose dogs are a problem in all areas of the town.

The Manager was directed to talk to the Tyrrell County Animal Control Officer about the dog problem.
He was also asked to urge residents to get their dogs properly licensed with dog tags.

Sheriff Kevin Sawyer was not present so Mayor Cahoon moved the August Law Enforcement Report to
later in the meeting.

Town Manager Rhett White reported that asbestos abatement has been completed with two of the
CDBG structures slated for demolition. He said one structure still does not have a Building Permit
because the property is three years past due with Tyrrell County taxes.

Mayor Cahoon reminded the Board that the ZIP Line presentation will be scheduled for the October
meeting. The Qutdoor Adventure consultants and Harbor Town Ferry operators will be here for the
presentation and to answer questions.

Mayor Cahoon said there has been nothing new on the Harbor Town Ferries since mid-June.

Mr. White announced that 11 applications have been received for the vacant tax collector/water system
clerk position. Interviews are being scheduled. He also noted that tax bills are out and some payments
are coming in early. He announced that the 8" year Tyrrell reappraisal will be done this year.
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Aldermen were reminded that the Unit Assistance fiscal management workshop is scheduled in
Greenville. October 25, Board members were reminded of the two hour on-line workshop.

The Manager thanked Jean Lambert for organizing the September 1% Friday event on the waterfront,
announced that NCDOT is doing survey work for modifications at the US-64/NC-94 intersection with
work to begin in 2025, that archaeologist will undertake survey work at several spots along the
Scuppernong and Alligator rivers. He noted that the State Population estimates continue to indicate a
significant decrease in population. He said repairs are scheduled for the sink-hole on Bridge Street and
the ceiling in the Meeting Room.

Town Attorney Will Crowe reviewed the court procedures and status of the lawsuit against the Town.

Alderman Armstrong asked about the grease spill and trash at Food Lion and if more boards can be
replaced on the boardwalk. Alderman S. Owens inquired about repairs to lights on the bridge and trash
scattered across the Food Lion property.

Alderman Mastronardo asked if any resolution to the land build-up at the high school Learning Lab was
reached.

Mayor Cahoon asked if Family Dollar Store is going to reopen. He announced that NCSU students will
help clean flower beds along Main Street on Saturday, September 23, that a meeting to discuss the
ferries with Dr. Stan Riggs and Phil McMullen is scheduled for September 27, that the TVFD 4-Wheel
Rally will be on September 30, and the Scuppernong River Festival is scheduled for October 14",

With no additional business Alderman Mastronardo moved to adjourn. The vote to adjourn was
unanimous and Mayor Cahoon adjourned the meeting.

This the 5" day of September, 2023.

James W. Cahoon, Mayor

ATTEST:

Rhett B. White, Clerk





