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TOWN OF COLUMBIA BOARD MINUTES
NOVEMBER 6, 2023

The Board of Aldermen of the Town of Columbia met in regular session at 7:PM, Monday, November 6,
2023, in the Meeting Room of the Columbia Municipal Building. Aldermen attending were: Lloyd
Armstrong, Hal Fleming, Sandra Owens, Lynda Mastronardo and Bryan Owens. Mayor James W. Cahoon
called the meeting to order and presided.

Mayor Cahoon welcomed those attending and asked Alderman Armstrong to offer a prayer for the
Board. He introduced Mary Ann Hassell who has joined the Town as Water Department Clerk and Tax
Collector.

Upon motion of Alderman Fleming, the vote to approve the Consent Agenda was unanimous. This
included:

1. Minutes of the October 2, 2023 Regular Session Board of Aldermen Meeting
2. Tax Discovery

Spark Heights S 4,582.79
3. Tax Release
Two Farms, Inc. $ 1,893.59

4, Water/Sewer Doward Adjustments

Siechia Spencer S 76.00
George Farr S 52.00
George Farr S 8.50
Betty Spruill S 46.56
Elizabeth Spencer $ 107.60
Wayne Brickhouse S 20.26
Kacey Burrus $ 51.07
Donald Ray Basnight S 76.82
Maxine Canton $ 1,193.59

Mayor Cahoon announced the Public Comment Period, inviting those attending to share their concerns
and thoughts with the Board. There were no comments so he closed the comment session.

Deputy Israel Roughton presented the October Law Enforcement Report, noting that extra patrols are
being made throughout the Town, but especially in areas of high concern. He reported that 34 citations
were issued during the month. Mayor Cahoon and Aldermen S. Owens thanked the Sheriff’s Office for
their extra efforts. Alderman S. Owens asked if tickets are still being written for parking violations.

Town Manager Rhett White reported on the CDBG-NR Project. He said both houses on the selected
properties have been demolished and debris removed. He said the building permit on the Scottsville
Street structure is being held up by unpaid Tyrrell County taxes. He said a letter requesting an extension
on the project has been sent to State officials. He said additional houses have been evaluated if the State
allows unused funds to be used on additional sites.
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Mr. White reported on the Free’n Easy plantation house. He said the Council of State has authorized the
transfer of the property to the Town and the State Budget includes $300,000.00 to transfer to the Cross
Trails Outfitters for renovations. He explained that the transfer of structure and funds will have to wait
for the NC Office of Management and Budget’s action on the State Budget. He noted that State Senator
Bobby Hanig was responsible for securing the funds.

The proposed Zip Line attraction came in for discussion. Upon motion of Alderman B. Owens the Board
unanimously adopted a Resclution of Support for the ZIP Line attraction. attachment # 1

Mayor Cahoon provided an update on the Harbor Town Ferries project. He reported that the fast ferries
are not expected to be operational prior to May of 2024. He said the Town will be allocated $2-million to
upfit the boardwalk and docks with remaining funds to be used to provide enhancements for the
boaters. These funds will be available some time after the first of the year.

Ms. Debbie Olson asked about the role of local businesses and about funding to support their efforts,
citing earlier discussions about food service and ticketing. attachment # 2

Ms. Monica Mauffray, Fiscal Officer, presented the budget and finance status report, noting the fiscal
year is three-months gone. She said the annual audit has been completed and looks good. Upon motion
of Alderman Armstrong and unanimous vote the Board adopted a Resolution Authorizing Electronic
Payments as defined by NC G.S.159-28 or G.S.115-C-144. attachment # 3

Ms. Hassell presented the Tax Collection Report. She noted that 17.77% of billed taxes have been
collected. She explained that most tax payments are made at year’s end.

Mayor Cahoon led a short discussion on the Unit Assistance Training for local governments. The
Aldermen indicated that the session was helpful.

The Manager reported that staff are getting ready for Christmas, then reminded the Board that new
decorations must be included in next year’s budget.

He informed the Board that the Scuppernong River Festival is in financial trouble. He said the
combination of inflation and a rain soaked festival day has left the organization without a fund balance.

He said the engineer has certified the storm water management plan for the Columbia High School
Learning Lab, assuring everyone that it will not flood adjacent property owners.

He reported that dredging the North Boundary Canal is complete. The Board expressed appreciation to
Tyrrell County for including the canal in the dredging projects.

Upon motion of Alderman B. Owens, with unanimous vote, the Alligator Sewer System Contract with
Tyrrell County was approved. This adds additional customers to the system that feeds into the Town of
Columbia Waste Water Treatment System.

Alderman Fleming said he was pleased to be back. Alderman Mastronardo announced a number of
programs and activities at the Tyrrell County Public Library.






Page 65 of Book 24

Mayor Cahoon made several announcements — Municipal election, Veteran’s Day, the Vietnam Wall
staging in Columbia, Thanksgiving Holiday and River Town Christmas with the 4:PM Christmas Parade.

With no additional business and motion by Alderman Fleming. with unanimous vote, Mayor Cahoon

adjourned the meeting,

This the 6th day of November, 2023. 4 /\
¥ e—
Mayor James W. Cahoon

Rhett B. White, Clerk







Town of Columbia

“A Heart’s Delight” founded in 1793

103 Main Street = PO. Box 361
Columbia, NC 27925
252.796.2781(F) « 252.796.0082(F)

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT
ZIP LINE ATTRACTION

WHEREAS, the Town of Columbia is located on the east bank of the Scuppernong River in north eastefn

North Carolina; and
WHEREAS, the Columbia Economic Development Plan seeks to develop eco-tourism opportunities; and

WHEREAS, Columbia is the only municipality and is the County Seat of Tyrrell County which is
economically distressed and designated as a Tier 1 County; and
WHEREAS, Columbia is less than 40 miles from the Atlantic Ocean and Outer Banks beaches that attract

more than eight million vacationers annually; and

WHEREAS, Columbia is one of five Albemarle Sound area towns participating in the Harbor Town Ferries
project that will connect Edenton, Plymouth, Hertford, Elixabeth City, Manteo and Columbia by high-

speed pedestrian ferry service; and
WHEREAS Harbor Town Ferries is invesi}'ing in improvements to the area communities that will attract
visitors and grow the tourism industry; and

WHEREAS, Applied Adventure Tours proposes construction and operation of a ZIP Line attraction using
tree tops along the Scuppernong River, with accompanying improvements on the Columbia waterfront;

and
WHEREAS, Applied Adventure Tours has volunteered to solicit private investors for this project and
manage operation of the ZIP Line when construction is completed, with no cost to the Town of Columbia,

assistance

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Columbia Board of Aldermen welc

This the 6t day of November, 2023

A,
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James W. Cahoon, Mayor

ATT - ]
White, Clerk






November 7, 2023

Dear Mayor Cahoon and Board of Aldermen,

Thank you for allowing me to speak during the comment session of the Harbor Town
Ferrys update at last night’s meeting. As I stated last night, I’'m not complaining, I just don’t
want to be forgotten. I am really excited about the Harbor Town Ferry’s, and I know it will be a
great boost, not only for Columbia’s economy, but for the other four towns that are included.
Just look at how the H20 Waterpark has done in Currituck. Who would have ever thought a
water park would take off so well in an area that has water all around! I realize that over the past
year that this has been a learning experience for the members of the Harbor Town Ferry to get
their dream off and running. I’m excited to be a part of this and if I’m to get any financial
assistance, I will need for the Town to be in agreement with what I may have the chance to ask
for from the harbor Town Ferry group and their latest grant that has been received in the North

Carolina State Budget.

Mr. Mayor, you asked me to make a list of what I’ve been asked to contribute to the
Harbor Town Ferrys. Like I said, they may have changed their minds on some of this, but here is
what I have so far from the meetings that I have attended.

1. Ticketing for passengers coming on or off the boats.
2. Prepare box lunches for passengers who will be travelling to other points of interest

and do not have time to sit down and eat.

3. Fuel the boats.
4. Provide a space (Deck) for music/entertainment as passengers arrive into Columbia.
5

. To take out one of my pilings, which is actually considered a boat slip by CAMA, so

that the Ferry has room to dock.
6. Possibility of using space upstairs to show a video of our area and the opportunities to

visit several of these sites.
7. Help promote the Agri Tourism for Tyrrell County.
8

. Parking.

These are great opportunities for my business. I'm all for helping with all of these except for
# 3, due to the liabilities involved, and #8, I do not want my parking lot so full that I can not
serve our local citizens of Columbia and Tyrrell County. They are my first priority, the tourist

will be icing on the cake.

Thank you all for your continued support and I’'m excited that we are getting closer to
opening the doors of Black Dirt Coffee Shop and Café.

Sincerely,

ubbee lgsrd

Debbie Olson

Cc: Mr. Rhett White, Manager Town of Columbia






Town of Columbia, N.C. Electronic Payments Authorization
as defined by G.S. 159-28 or G.S. 115C-441

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Board of Alderman that the Town of Columbsia is authorized to
d

engage in electronic payments as defined by G.S. 159-28 or G.S. 115C-441; an
WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of the Finance Officer, who is appointed by and serves at the
pleasure of the Board of Alderman, to adopt a written policy outlining procedures for pre-auditing
obligations that will be incurred by electronic payments as required by NC Administrative Code 20

NCAC 03 .0409; and

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of the Finance Officer, who is appointed by and serves at the
g

pleasure of the Board of Alderman, to adopt a written policy outlining procedures for disbursin
public funds by electronic transaction as required by NC Administrative Code 20 NCAC 03 .0410,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Alderman of the Town of Columbja

Section 1. Authorizes the Town of Columbia to engage in electronic payments as defined by G.S.

159-28 or G.S. 115C-441;

Section 2. Authorizes the Finance Officer to adopt a written policy outlining procedures for
preauditing obligations that will be incurred by electronic payments as required by NC

Administrative Code 20 NCAC 03 .0409;

Section 3. Authorizes the Finance Officer to adopt a written policy outlining procedures for
disbursing public funds by electronic transaction as required by NC Administrative Code 20 NCAC

03 .0410; and

Section 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its passage.
, the foregoing

Upon motion of

Resolution was passed by the following vote:
Ayes:
Nays:

L 4
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I; , Clerk of the Board of Alderman of the Town of Columbia,

do hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is a true and exact copy of the “Town of Columbia,
N.C. Electronic Payments Authorization as defined by G.S. 159-28 or G.S. 115C-441” duly
adopted by the Board of Alderman of the Town of Columbia at the regular meeting thereof duly

called and held on November 6, 2023, a quorum being present.

WITNESS my hand at Columbia, N.C., this 6™ day of November, 2023.

el

Mayor James W. Cahoon

ATTEST:

Clerk Rhett B. White



