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TOWN OF COLUMBIA BOARD MINUTES
October 2, 2023

The Town of Columbia Board of Aldermen met in regular session in the Meeting Room of the Columbia
Municipal Building at 7:PM, Monday, October 2, 2023. Attending were Aldermen Lloyd Armstrong,
Sandra Owens, Linda Mastronardo and Bryan Owens. Mayor James W. Cahoon presided.

Mayor Cahoon called the meeting to order, welcomed the audience and asked Alderman B. Owens to
offer a prayer for the Board.

Upon motion of Alderman Armstrong the vote was unanimous to approve the Consent Agenda. This
included the Minutes of the September 5, 2023 Board of Aldermen Meeting and three Water/Sewer

downward adjustments:

Diamond Solid Investments S 16.47
Michae Heron Bonilla S 46.58
Zena Skinner $41.12

Mayor Cahoon announced the Public Comment Period and welcomed comments from those attending.
There were no comments and the Comment Period was closed.

Sheriff Kevin Sawyer presented the August and September law Enforcement reports, noting that extra
patrols are being scheduled in the downtown area, on Fonsoe Street, on South Road and Scottsville
Streets and at Secota Village. Two deputies drove 4,727 miles patrolling the town during September.

Town Manager Rhett White reported on progress on the two CDBG-NR homes scheduled for
replacement. He reported that the houses have been demolished and the lots are ready for new
structures. He also reported that one of the property owners still owes Tyrrell County taxes which is
delaying a building permit. He said Mike Barnette has continued to discuss with State officials the use of

the unused grant funds for another home if a qualified property and owner can be located.

Mayor Cahoon welcomed Dillon Burke with Applied Adventure Tours and Peter Thompson with the
Harbor Town Ferries project. Mr. Burk reviewed his feasibility study and proposed plan for a ZIP Line
attraction in Columbia and Tyrrell County. He noted the success of such attractions in other locations
across the country. He said Columbia’s location less than an hour from the Outer Banks beaches makes

the town a great location for a ZIP Line.

Mr. Burke said with the town’s permission his company will develop a plan and marketing study and also
solicit investors for the venture. He said there will be no cost to the town.

Mr. Thompson explained that the idea for a ZIP Line came from UNC-CH students charged with
developing recommendations for attractions that will appeal to young people. He said Harbor Town
Ferries paid for the initial study.
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Questions and discussion followed. Mayor Cahoon said the ZIP Line plan is a natural fit in Columbia’s
long-range goal for eco-tourism development. The Board agreed to consider the proposal and get back
to Mr. Burke and Mr. Thompson following the November Meeting.

Mr. Thompson provided an update on the Harbor Town Ferries project. He explained that the US Coast
Guard has yet to approve the new style of boat and the dinner boat is still in New Jersey undergoing
renovations. He said the launch will be sometime after the first of next year.

Finance Officer Monica Mauffray presented the Tax Collector Report with collections at 13.69% of
billings. She announced that the Tax Collector position has been filled. She said the completed audit is
still expected by October 31%, according to Jeff Best, CPA.

It was noted that the Powell Bill allocation is $18,000 this year, down from $28,000 a decade ago.

Board members were reminded that the Unit Assistance Training is scheduled for October 25t in
Greenville. They were also reminded that the two hour on-line course is due before the Greenville

training.

The Manager reported the Free ‘n Easy $300,000 transfer was approved by the State Legislature, He said
the property transfer will occur after the money is available to transfer. He reported the North Boundary
Canal dredging is underway. He said the reply from School officials about the storm water drainage
concern is incomplete, noting that an engineer needs to address the issue.

Will Crowe, Town Attorney, reported that the town’s case is scheduled for 9:AM, October 26%.
Mayor Cahoon announced the October 9™ Columbus Day holiday with offices closed, Scuppernong River
Festival parade at 10:AM, October 14", Pocosin Arts annual auction and dinner October 21 NFWS

Regional Water Meeting October 23" and Columbia Ghost Walk, October 27 and 28",

Alderman B. Owens complimented the ceiling repair in the meeting room. Alderman S. Owens urged
caution while utility work is being conducted on the streets. Mayor Cahoon said there is no indication

that Family Dollar Store is closing.

With no additional business Alderman Mastronardo moved to adjourn, with unanimous vote. Mayor
Cahoon adjourned the meeting.

This the 2" day of October, 2023.

ATTEST: Mayor James W. Cahoon

Rhett B. White, Clerk



