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TOWN OF COLUMBIA BOARD MEETING
February 6, 2023

The Town of Columbia Board of Aldermen met in regular session at 7:PM, Monday, February 6,

2023, in the Meeting Room of the Columbia Municipal Building. Aldermen present were: Lloyd
Armstrong, Sandra Owens, Lynda Mastronardo and Bryan Owens. Mayor James W. Cahoon presided.
Mayor Cahoon welcomed Scout Troop 86 led by Mark Clough and Will Odom. He asked Scout

Member Odom to lead in repeating the Pledge to the US Flag.
Mayor Cahoon welcomed the audience that filled the Meeting Room as he called the meeting to

order.
Mayor Cahoon announced a scheduled 7:PM Public Hearing and recognized Mike Barnette with

McDavid & Associates, Inc., to discuss the proposed changes in the CDBG-NR-19 grant and the
procedures for requesting changes to the approved grant. Mr. Barnette noted that the Public Hearing

was properly advertised in the Coastland Times.
Mayor Cahoon said the proposed program amendment for the GDBG-NR Program would

possibly add additional houses to the program, remove ineligible units, add a Memorial Park and
remove a garden activity. He explained that the program is funded with a $750,000 CDBG grant which

represents 100% of the total program funding. Mayor Cahoon invited comments from those attending

and noted that no written comments had been received.
Ms. Nettie Dyer asked what exactly will and will not be done? She asked who would maintain

the park area. She said a site next to a street with traffic is not a place for a park.
With no other comments Mayor Cahoon ended the Public Hearing. Following general discussion

among the Board members, Alderman B. Owens moved to request approval of the program

amendments. The motion was unanimously approved.
Upon motion of Alderman Mastronardo, and unanimous vote, Mayor Cahoon was authorized to

approve the Public Hearing and meeting minutes
Upon motion of Alderman Armstrong and unanimous vote the Consent Agenda was approved.

This included the Tuesday, January 3, 2023 Board of Aldermen Meeting Minutes.
Mayor Cahoon announced the Public Comment Period, inviting comments from the public, Ms.

Inez Swain asked the Board to allow her to operate a business from her home at the corner of S, Road
and Scottsville Streets. She acknowledged that the house is in a single family residential zoned

neighborhood while asking for rezoning.
Mayor Cahoon referred the request to the Planning Board for consideration and

recommendations.
Ms. Dianne Bryant, a Cemetery Road resident said sewage is backing up around her house with

water seeping out of pipes and asked the Town to act. Mr. White explained that this problem was
investigated more than two years ago with a determination that the problem was coming from Ms,
Bryant’s property and is made worse by the heavy rains of recent weeks. However the Town will look at
the problem again.

Ms. Bryant said the Public Comment period should be at the end of the meeting rather than
early inthe meeting. She said it is difficult to make comments until after hearing discussion by the

Board.
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Sheriff Kevin Sawyer indicated that the January Law Enforcement Report would be delayed due
to changes in reporting by the Regional Communications Center. He reviewed the December report,
indicating 197 law enforcement calls were handled that month with 26 ambulance cails and five fire
calls. Deputies conducted 32 Business Checks and 37 security checks. There were 17 traffic stops
including five speeding citations. Sheriff Sawyer described December as a busy month with
investigations, criminal summons and warrants issue including discharging a weapon into an occupied
vehicle. He said Deputies traveled 1,767 miles in patrolling the Town.

The Board considered three contracts for water/sewer administrative and technical services.

Town Manager Rhett White explained that invitations to bid on the work which will be funded by ARP
funds was sent to approximately two dozen firms, with two engineering firms replying. He said McDavid
& Associates was the best qualified to do work for the Town of Columbia.

Upon motion of Alderman B. Owens and unanimous vote, a contract for Water System

Refurbishment was awarded to McDavid Associates in the amount of $570,744.
Upon motion of Alderman Armstrong and unanimous vote, a contract in the amount of

$120,000 was awarded to McDavid Associates for a Water/Sewer Rate Study.
Upon motion of Alderman S. Owens and unanimous vote, a contract in the amount of $280,000

for a Sewer System Asset Inventory was awarded to McDavid Associates.
The TRUIST Bank closing involved much discussion. Mayor Cahoon shared a letter he finally
received from the bank in reply to his letter asking for reconsideration, noting it was condescending and

did not answer his questions. He said he does not like the attitude of the bankers.
The Town Manager said letters have been sent to four regional banks that have reputations for

friendly community service, urging them to include Columbia in any future plans for expansion. He
noted that Southern Bank from Plymouth had stopped by for a visit, offering any help that may be
needed with the bank transitions.

Alderman Mastronardo reported no progress on a Farmer's Market.
The Planning Board vacancy was discussed. Mayor Cahoon asked Board members to get the

ward out that anyone wishing to be considered for the Planning Board should get a resume in as soon as

possible.

Harbor Town Ferries came in for much discussion. Mayor Cahoon reviewed a meeting of the five
towns and committee persons of the planned project. He shared information contained in hand-outs
including possible schedules. He said the expectation is that the communities will be ready with docking
facilities and activities for boaters who may travel from nearby towns. He expressed concern that
organizers have not connected with any of the Outer Banks communities where large numbers of
potential boaters might come from. He noted that the focus seems to be on a Dinner Cruise Boat that

will be based in Edenton.
Tax Collector Ruth Spencer reported that tax collections stand at 73.36 % of billings. Last year at

the same time collections stood at 69.02%.
Finance Officer Monica Mauffray reported that the software conversion is set to begin. She said

she can now do a budget vs. actual as the 2022 Audit has been completed and adjustments have been

made.
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She said Jeff Best, CPA, requested an extension to their audit contract completion from October
31,2022 to February 15, 2023. The Local Government Commission requires that the town approve the
new contract. Upon motion of Alderman S. Owens and unanimous vote the contract extension was

approved.

Upon motion of Alderman S. Owens the vote was unanimous to signan accountability
agreement with the Local Government Commission.

Manager White suggested several State Legislative requests be submitted to Rep. Eddie
Goodwin. They were: allow Columbia to use paper ballots in the municipal elections, secure $300,000 to
go with the transfer of the Free 'n Easy, allow bank deposits of governmental units to pe made at ATM
machines when there is no commercial bank in the county and expedite State funding of the Alligator
River Bridge.

Upon motion of Alderman B. Owens the vote was unanimous to submit the requests.

Mr. White said NCDOT expects to repair the section of US-64 east that is now covered by a stee|
plate and will also install handicapped ramps at additional intersections.

Mr. White shared information on six homes that are receiving rehabilitation work from
Hurricane Matthew and CDBG funds. He noted that it has been six years since Hurricane Matthew.

Mayor Cahoon announced that President’s Day Holiday, February 20™, is a Town holiday.

Alderman Mastronardo commented on the repairs to the Children’s Playground. She announced

that the Friends of the Library will hold an auction, 11:AM to 1:PM, March 1%,
With no additional business Alderman Armstrong moved to adjourn. The vote was imous

and Mayor Cahoon adjourned the meeting.

This the 6" day of February, 2023.

ATTEST:
IR

Rhett B. White, Clerk




