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TOWN OF COLUMBIA BOARD MINUTES
March 6, 2023

The Board of Aldermen of the Town of Columbia met in regular session at 7:pwm,
Monday, March 6, 2023 in the Meeting Room of the Columbia Municipal Building. Aldermen
attending were Lloyd Armstrong, Hal Fieming, Sandra Owens and Bryan Owens. Mayor James W.
Cahoon presided. Mayor Cahoon called the meeting to order and welcomed the audience,

Upon motion of Alderman Fleming and unanimous vote, the Consent Agenda was
approved. This included approval of the Minutes of the February 6, 2023 Board Minutes.

Mayor Cahoon announced the Public Comment Period and invited audience comments
or suggestions.

_ Ms. Dianne Bryant of 124 Cemetery Road reported more problems with stand ing water
near her septic pump. Town Manager Rhett White reported that he and town staff have looked
at the site and that the sewer unit is working fine. He said there have been no high water alarms
or indications of the tank overflowing and the tank is clean. He said the standing water appears
to be coming from under the house but recommended that Ms. Bryant secure a plumber to

investigate and remedy the problem.
The Community Committee that often speaks for residents of the Scottsville and South

Broad Street community said they do not need a Memorial Park, calling for helping more than
just two neighborhood residents with the current CDBG funding. Tiwana Spencer said a
community building where college classes and after noon youth activities are held is needed.
She said this need was raised in a recent meeting with Congressman Don Davis.

Alderman B. Owens said the high school has a new Technology Building under
construction that may be available for community college courses.

Mayor Cahoon explained that the CDBG program must meet the standards and approval
of the NC Department of Commerce. He indicated the Town is awaiting an answer to the Town'’s
request to use any remaining grant funds to demolish derelict buildings in the area.

With no additional comments, Mayor Cahoon ended the Comment Period,

Deputy Frank Mitchell reported on law enforcement activities during the past month. He
responded to several questions from the Community Committee, including more calls for
enforcing loitering ordinances. Ms. Nettie Moore said there is speeding, noise, blocking her
driveway and loitering at the property located at the intersection of S. Road Street and Railroad
Street
Ms. Marcy Hassell said she owns that rental property and will grant permission for the

Sheriff’s Office to enter and inspect that property anytime that is merited.

Ms. Bryant said speeding is a problem on Cemetery Road.
Deputy Mitchell explained that officers on patrol during the night are expected to patrol

the S. Road Street/Railroad Street area at least once per hour. He also announced that efforts are
underway to organize a Law Enforcement Explorers Program.
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Upon motion of Alderman S. Owens and unanimous vote, a Resolution Supporting
Construction of a Right Turn Lane on US-64 at NC-94 in Columbia, was adopted. The Resolution
will be sent to the NC Department of Transportation. attachment # 1

Two contracts with McDavid and Associates, Inc, for professional engineering services
were considered. Upon motion of Alderman B. Owens the vote was unanimous to approve a
contract in the amount of S 634,000.00 for water system refurbishment.

Upon motion of Alderman Armstrong, the vote was unanimous to approve a contract in

the amount of $ 253,400.00 for Water System Improvements — new fresh water well.
It was noted that the Town of Columbia has been awarded $ 15,450,000.00 through the

American Recovery Program to address water and sewer needs.

The projected March 28 closing of the TRUIST Bank on Main Street was again the
subject of much discussion. Finance Officer Monica Mauffray reviewed actions she has taken to
prepare the Town for fiscal management without a home town commercial bank. She explained
that the Town must meet State deposit and banking procedures even though the nearest
commercial bank may be two counties away. It was noted that the State does not consider the
State Employees Credit Union to be a bank for purposes of holding town deposits.

Ms. Mauffray reported that handling cash and daily deposit requirements are major
issues. She thanked Alderman Armstrong for his suggestion to purchase a US Postal Service
Money Order with cash to be deposited and scan the Money Order as if it is a check. She
indicated a desire to consolidate all Town accounts and CDs in deposits at First National Bank.

After discussion and motion by Alderman Armstrong, the vote was unanimous ta move
all deposits to First National Bank, and to approve the Monsey Order procedure as described.

There was no update on the proposed Farmer’s Market.
The Planning Board vacancy was discussed. The Town Manager reported that only one

person submitted a resume as an indication of wishing to be considered. Upon motion of
Alderman Fleming, Erica G. Mora who resides on South Broad Street was appointed to fill the

remaining term of the late Billie R. Hill that expires June 30, 2023.
Tax Collector Ruth Spencer reported that collections stand at 74.64% of billings. She

explained that several large tax bills are yet to be paid and said again that delinquent taxes will

be advertised in the Coastland Times net month.
Ms. Mauffray reported om the budges, pointing out that several budget amendments

will need to be made at the next meeting to balance departments and budgets. She reminded

Aldermen that the budget process id underway to develop the 2023-24 fiscal year budget.
The Town Manager said he would like to work with the Albemarle RC&D agency to get

design assistance to address flooding on abridge Street at the intersection with Bridge Street. By

consent the Board authorized Mr. White to explore an agreement for services.
He reported that the man hole covers on N. Road Street are scheduled to be replaced

next week. This is a warranty issue. He said the sink hole repairs on Bridge Street are completed

except for repaving. Cost will be billed to Piedmont Natural Gas.
Mr. White said a meeting in Raleigh will be set up to address the Free ‘n Easy property

transfer, including the $ 300,000.00 for repairs that is to go to the Cross Trails Outfitters,
He said several minor boardwalk repairs are planned.
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Alderman Armstrong complimented the picnic tables and lights at the Children’s Playground.
Mayor Cahoon announced a Harbor Town Ferrys meeting at the Walter Jones Center for the
Sounds, Friday, March 17, 1:PM. It will be hosted by the Town of Columbia.

With no additional business, Alderman Fleming moved to adjourn. The vote was unanimous and
Mayor Cahoon adjourned the meeting.

This the 6% day of March, 2023,

James W. Cahoon, Mayor

ATTEST:

Rhett B. White, Clerk



Town of Columbia

‘A Heart's Delight” founded in 1793

103 Main Street * PO. Box 361
Columbia, NC 27925
252.796.2781(p) » 252.796.0082 (F)

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING CONSTRUCTION OF A RIGHT TURN LANE ON US-64
AT NC-94 IN COLUMBIA

WHEREAS, the intersection of US-64 at NC-94 in Columbia, NC, is heavily traveled; and

WHEREAS, large trucks transporting grain and other commodities often bottleneck at the stoplight at
this intersection, blocking traffic, impeding through traffic and creating significant traffic hazards at the

intersection; and
WHEREAS, construction of a right turn lane on US-64 at NC-94 will expedite traffic movement and

-enhance traffic safety,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Columbia Board of Aldermen requests that the NC
Department of Transportation construct a right turn lane on US-64 eastbound and onto NC-94 in

Colfumbia, NC.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be sent to the North Carolina Department of
Transportation Division 1, and to the Tyrrell County Board of Commissioners.

This the 6'" day of March, 2023.

James W. Cahoon, Mayor

ATTEST:

Rhett B. White, Clerk



