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TOWN OF COLUMBIA BOARD MEETING
MAY 1, 2003

The Town of Columbia Board of Aldermen met at 7:PM, Monday, May 1, 2023, in the Meeting Room of
the Columbia Municipal Building. Aldermen attending were Lloyd Armstrong, Sandra Owens, Lynda
Mastronardo and Bryan Owens. Mayor James W. Cahoon presided. Aldermen Hal Fleming was absent

due to illness.
Mayor Cahoon called the meeting to order, welcomed those attending and asked Alderman Armstrong
to offer a prayer for the Board.

Upon motion of Alderman Armstrong the consent agenda was unanimously approved. This included the
minutes of the April 3, 2023 meeting.

Mayor Cahoon announced the public comment period and recognized Sara Phelps who provided
information on the Harbor Town Ferries and the Wayfinding signage project. She described a NC Rural
Transformation grant application that she is preparing for the town and Tourism Development Authority
and asked for an endorsement from the Board. Upon motion of Alderman Mastronardo the Board
unanimously adopted a Rural Transformation Grant Resolution. attachment # 1

Ms. Phelps then reviewed the recommendations by the Harbor Town steering committee for the Town of
Columbia, including establish zip line, stage food truck rodeos and music on the waterfront. She also
noted that the Chamber of Commerce will stage a Christmas in July festival, July 8, 2023.

Lt. Jimmy Shelton presented the April Law Enforcement Report, noting there were 200 citations issued in
that month. Ms. Nettie Dyer, from the audience, said patrols are not being made in her area of S. Road
and Rail Road streets. Lt. Shelton responded that patrols are being scheduled on a regular basis and that

the Sheriff’s Office is using unmarked vehicles.

Mayor Cahoon asked the Sheriff’s Office to focus on high problem areas. He also suggested that the
Columbia Economic Development Committee should be asked to respond to concerns about sub-
standard housing.

The April Tax Report indicates that 82% of billed taxes have been collected, slower than last year at the
same time. A copy of the delinquent tax listing that was placed in the Coastland Times was shared with

the Board. Seventy accounts are delinquent.

Monica Mauffray, Fiscal Officer presented the budget verses actual report, indicating that some Ia rge
bills like insurance and the debt payments come due in June so the end-of-year report will look quite
different that the April report,

Town Manager Rhett White presented the 2023-2024 Budget Message. attachment # 2

Upon motion of Alderman S. Owens, the Budget Hearing was set for 7:15 PM, Monday, June 5, 2023.
Copies of the proposed budget are available for public review and the Budget Hearing will be advertised

two times in the Coastland Times.
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Mr. White presented the Manager’s Report, announcing that the Town has been awarded a $20,000 grant
from the Albemarle Resource Conservation & Development Council to secure engineering services to
address the persistent flooding on Bridge Street. He said a storm last night left trees down and limbs
scattered around the town. One resident was without power for several hours.

He reported that Royal Farms should get their building permit any day and construction will start quickly.
He said engineering is underway for the proposed Inner Banks RV Park and Food Lion is slated for a major
renovation. He said Debbie Oleson is underway with renovations to 407 S. Water Street, the legend is
finally up at the mural on the old Ben Franklin building and one Main Street sidewalk bench has been

vandalized and will require repair.

There was no Attorney’s Report.
Alderman Armstrong said his phone number is 394-5226. He said two trees are down in his neighborhood.
He inquired about vehicle repairs.

Alderman Mastronardo announced that the Library has a position to fill and announced that a summer
program for children is planned.

Alderman B. Owens questioned the census data that is attributed to the Town and County.

Mayor Cahoon made several announcements — May 13 Jaz Concert, May 25 Economic Development
Committee meeting and May 29 Memorial Day Holiday.

With no additional business and motion by Alderman S. Owens, the vote to adjourn was unanimous.

Mayor Cahoon adjourned the meeting. Q /)
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James W. Cahoon, Mayor
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Rhett B. White, Clerk



