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TOWN OF COLUMBIA BOARD MINUTES

June 5, ZCﬁB
2

The Town of Columbia Board of Aldermen met in regular session at 7:PM, Monday, June 5, 2023
in the Meeting Room of the Columbia Municipal Building. Aldermen attending were Lloyd Armstrong,
Sandra Owens, Lynda Mastronardo and Bryan Owens. Mayor James W. Cahoon presided and announced
that Alderman Hal Fleming is still undergoing medical treatments and there for not at the meeting.
Mayor Cahoon called the meeting to order and welcomed meeting attendees. He asked Alderman S.
Owens to offer a prayer for the Board.

After three corrections to the May 1, 2023 Meeting Minutes, Alderman B. Owens moved to
approve the Consent Agenda. Alderman S. Owens asked to be recused from voting on the Consent
Agenda since one of the water system adjustments was for her property. Mayor Cahoon excused her
from voting. The vote was three to zero to approve the Consent Agenda. This included:

Minutes of Monday, May 1, 2023 Board of Aldermen Meeting Minutes

Water/Sewer Downward Adjustments —

Marilyn McClese $ 15.00
Sandra Owens S 81.61
GSM Properties $120.29

Mayor Cahoon announced the Public Comment Period and invited remarks from those
attending. No comments were offered so he closed the Comment Period.

Sheriff Kevin Sawyer presented the May Law Enforcement Report, noting there were 76 charges
issued during the month including 14 speeding violations. He reviewed investigations, Magistrate orders,
arrest orders and warrants served during a busy month. He reported that the two deputies assigned to

the town traveled 4,296 miles on Columbia patrols.
Town Manager Rhett White provided an update on the CDBG-NR project. He said work is set to

begin on replacing the two homes and efforts are still underway to secure State permission to use the
remaining grant funds to demolish and remove debris from several derelict homes in the Scottsville and
Broad Street areas. He pointed out again that to qualify for CDBG assistance a home has to be owner
occupied and taxes must be paid.

Mr. White reported that another home on Fonsoe Street is being replaced with funds for
Hurricane Matthew damaged homes.

The scheduled 7:15 PM 2023-2024 Budget Hearing was announced by Mayor Cahoon. He invited
comments and questions concerning the Budget that was first reviewed a month-ago. Hearing no
comments, he closed the Public Hearing and returned to regular session.

Alderman Armstrong noted that the Board has until June 30" to adopt a new budget and asked
if that could provide time for any budget adjustments if necessary. Mayor Cahoon suggested that a
Recessed Meeting be held on June 26, 2023.

The James and Fanny Wilson property at 923 Railroad Street was discussed. It was noted that
the long-abandoned building was condemned several years ago and is now collapsing. The property is a
nuisance to the neighborhood accumulating trash, dog pens, old appliances and other junk.
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Upon motion of Alderman Mastronardo the Board voted unanimously to have the structure
demolished and debris removed with the bill amount applied as a tax lien to the property, unless paid by
the owners. It was noted that the individual listed as responsible for the property has been notified two
times of the Town’s intent to have the structure demolished with the owners billed for the removal and
clean-up cost.

Mayor Cahoon provided an update on the Harbor Town Ferries project. He said the Golden Leaf
Foundation grant application for $9.5 million has been denied. That grant would have provided funds to
renovate the town’s boardwalk as well as funds to each of the Harbor Towns. It was noted that the first
ferry is in Edenton for final work but it will be several weeks before it is in operation between the towns.
Mayor Cahoon said Columbia will need to plan a welcoming ceremony when a schedule is available as
well as things to do for ferry passengers who visit Columbia.

He said Rep Eddie Goodwin has a legislative request in for $10 million to support the project.

Ruth Spencer provided the Tax Collection Report for May. She said collections are at 83% with
two large tax bills still unpaid.

Monica Mauffray, Fiscal Officer, reported on the budget, noting little has changed since last
month. She said a preliminary meeting with the auditors is planned for mid-June to prepare for the full
audit in July or August.

Upon motion of Alderman Mastronardo and unanimous vote, the Town accepted a $20,000
grant from the Albemarle RC&D to secure engineering services and a plan to address flooding on Bridge
Street. Authorization to sign the grant documents was granted.

The Town Manager’s Report followed. He indicated that $101,982.00 has been received from the
NC Prison system to cover the sewer debt service in lieu of prison sewer processing fees.

Mr. White provided a copy of the waterfront easement with Debbie Olson and reported on a
recent meeting with CAMA officials to determine what can be done if required to accommodate the
Harbor Town Ferries.

Mr. White provided a copy of the proposed Audit Contract with Jeff Best, CPA. Discussion
centered around getting an audit on time in order to meet NC Local Government Commission
requirements. Upon motion of Alderman S. Owens and unanimous vote, authorization to sign the audit
contract in the amount of $18,750 (audit fee), $6,188 (financial statements) and $2,062 (other fees), was
provided. It was noted that the completed audit is to be submitted by October 21, 2023.

Under the Aldermen’s agenda, Alderman Mastronardo reported that another person has been
employed at the Public Library and preparation is underway for the Summer Reading Program.

Upon motion of Alderman B. Owens and unanimous vote the meeting was recessed until

Monday, June 26, 2023, at 7:PM.

This the 5" day of June, 2023.

James W. Cahoon, Mayor
ATTEST:

Rhett B. White, Clerk



