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TOWN OF COLUMBIA BOARD MINUTES
JUNE 26, 2023

The Town of Columbia Board of Aldermen met in Recessed Session at 7:PM, Monday, June 26,
2023 in the Meeting Room of the Columbia Municipal Building. Aldermen attending were Lloyd
Armstrong, Sandra Owens, Lynda Mastronardo and Bryan Owens. Mayor James Cahoon presided. He
explained that Alderman Hal Fleming was absent due to medical treatments.

Mayor Cahoon welcomed those attending and asked the Board to approve a resolution to accept
an ARP Sewer Improvement Grant in the amount of $7,080.00. Upon motion of Alderman Armstrong the
vote was unanimous to adopt the resolution. attachment # 1

He also indicated that the Town must approve a Sales Tax Certification Form as a condition of the

grant. Upon motion of Alderman S. Owens the certification was unanimously approved.
attachment # 2

Mayor Cahoon commented on the 2023-24 Budget, indicating that he would have liked to see a
budget without a five cents tax increase, but inflationary costs are still increasing daily. Upon motion of
Alderman B. Owens, with unanimous vote, the Budget was approved as presented.

attachment # 3

Monica Mauffray, Fiscal Officer, explained that the General Fund Budget requires no further end-
of-year budget amendments. However she said an amendment in the amount of $24,398.20 is necessary
to appropriate funds and balance the water/sewer fund. Upon motion of Alderman B. Owens the budget
amendment was approved. attachment # 4

Tax Collector Ruth Spencer reported that tax collections now stand at 93%.

Ms. Mauffray announced that the audit is scheduled for July 31-August 4. She said the NC Housing
Finance Agency will undertake a project audit July 10, 2023.

Mayor Cahoon reported that the NC Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has given notice that
they plan to close and remove the Fonsoe Street Bridge across Grindle Hill. This was first discussed in 2021
with the Town, County and Sheriff’s Office opposed to that planned action. It was noted that the Town’s
Resolution at that time asked NCDOT to conduct a public meeting to determine neighborhood opinion on
abandoning the bridge. After discussion the Board unanimously adopted a Resolution Opposing Closure
and Removal of the Fonsoe Street Bridge. attachment # 5

Discussion followed on a ZIP Line as proposed by the Harbor Town Ferries Committee. Town
Manager Rhett White reported that Harbor Town will pay an outdoor recreation consultant to evaluate
Columbia’s potential for a Zip Line.

Under the Member’s Agenda, Alderman S. Owens asked the Sheriff to address the loud noise of
trucks throughout town. She also asked the Sheriff to address vehicles with front wheels set high which
blinds traffic coming and going. Mayor Cahoon added that the Sheriff and Animal Control Officer be asked
to remove free roaming dogs from the Town. He noted one incident that involved a senior citizen trapped
in her vehicle for several minutes.
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Mayor Cahoon announced that filing for the November Municipal Election begins at noon on
July 7 and will close at noon on July21. He also asked that a list of activities planned for the Harbor Town

Ferry riders be provided at the next meeting.
With no other business, motion by Alderman S. Owens and unanimous vote, the meeting was

adjourned by Mayor Cahoon.

This the 26 day of June, 2023.

Mayor James W. Cahoon

ATTEST:

Rhett B. White, Clerk



