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TOWN OF COLUMBIA BOARD MINUTES
JULY 3, 2023

The Board of Aldermen of the Town of Columbia met in regular session at 7:PM. Monday, July 3,
2023 in the Meeting Room of the Columbia Municipal Building. Aldermen attending were Lloyd
Armstrong, Sandra Owens, Lynda Mastronardo and Bryan Owens. Alderman Hal Fleming was absent due
to medical treatments. Mayor James W. Cahoon presided.
Mayor Cahoon called the meeting to order and asked Alderman B. Owens to offer a prayer for
the Board. He welcomed those attending the meeting.
Upon motion of Alderman S. Owens, the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved. This
included:
Minutes of June 5, 2023 Board Minutes
Minutes of June 26, 2023 Board Minutes.
Water/Sewer downward adjustments —

Robert Cave S 9.97
Hugh Benton $52.00
Thomas Skinner $ 69.09
Mike & Lisa Nagel S 44.09

Mayor Cahoon announced the Public Comment period and invited remarks from the public.
There were none so he closed the comment period.

Sheriff Kevin Sawyer was not present for the June Law Enforcement Report.

Town Manager Rhett White reported that one of two building permits has been issued for work
in the CDBG - Neighborhood Revitalization project. The second permit is ready to issue when the
homeowner pays taxes that are due. There has been no answer from State CDBG officials on how the
unused balance of that grant can be used.

He also reported that the Genene Alexander house on Fonsoe Street is being replaced as a
Hurricane Matthew project. Another mobile home on Railroad Avenue may be in line for hurricane
replacement.

The Manager reported on two days spent with Harbor Town Ferry and Applied
Adventure officials considering sites for a potential ZIP Line attraction. attachment # 1

Mayor Cahoon gave an update on the Harbor Town Ferry project, noting that one ferry should be
in operation within a month. He noted that a full program of activities has been planned or identified
to occupy ferry passengers that may visit Columbia. attachment # 2

He said there are accompanying efforts to offer farm and Lake Phelps side trips, if desired by
ferry passengers. He said a video production is also being developed.

Tax collections for the 2022-23 fiscal year are 93% of billings. Any other taxes will be applied to

the year due.
Fiscal Officer Monica Mauffray reported on end-of-year close outs and the scheduled auditors on

site beginning July 31%.
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The Manager reported that there has been no response from NC-DOT to the Resolution
opposing plans to remove the Fonsoe Street Bridge. He reported there have been questions raised
about potential run-off at the site of the new school learning lab building now under construction on N.
Road Street. He was directed to contact school officials to determine the run-off impact upon
neighboring properties.

Mr. White indicated the sink hole an Bridge Street continues to be a problem. He indicated that
the Town will bear the cost of repairing the sewer line and resurfacing the street.

He said he has requested quotes on demolishing and disposal of the derelict Wilson house at
923 Railroad Street. He said there had been no reply to letters asking the owners to act to clean up the
property.

He said indications are that the $250,000 Legislative earmark for the “Free ‘ Easy” house is still in
the proposed State Budget. Aldermen emphasized that the Town can not accept title to the house and
hold it for transfer to the Cross Trails Outfitters organization unless the appropriation comes with it.

Mr. White said he talked with Sheriff Sawyer about more frequent patrols throughout all areas of
the Town, about complaints about the barber shop on Main Street, about more visibility in trouble spots
and about threatening dogs roaming freely around the town.

He also reported the broken basketball goal at the N. Road Street basketball court to school
officials.

There was no report from Town Attorney Will Crowe.

There were no items of Aldermen agendas.
Mayor Cahoon reminded the Board that July 4", Independence Day will see offices closed. He

reminded members that filing for the November Municipal election begins at noon on July 7" and ends

at noon July 21°,
With no additional business and motion of Alderman B. Owens followed by a unanimous vote,

the meeting was adjourned.

This the 3™ day of July, 2023.

James W. Cahoon, Mayor
ATTEST:

Rhett B. White, Clerk



